Eastern  Minnesota  League

Date:
  January 12, 2009
To:
 Distribution

From:
 Jim Brennan


 Secretary-Treasurer


 Eastern Minnesota League

Subject:  2009 Organization  Meeting Minutes

The League meeting was called to order by President Stan Peterson at 2:35 p.m. on Sunday, January11, 2009 at the Cambridge American Legion Club.
.

     Present:
President

- Stan Peterson


Isanti

- Steve Allen



West Vice President
- Jay Pautzke


Mora

- Jay Pautzke

Secretary

- Jim Brennan


Chisago Lakes
- Jon Kent

Milaca


- Lee Plath


Hinckley
- Dennis Brennan

Quamba

- Stan Peterson

Others Present:  Cindy Lind, Jim Jarvis, Dan Loegering







Absent:

North Vice President
- Tim Burkhardt



Princeton

Old Business

- Teams that played in the 2008 Region 1C Tournament didn’t receive a Region Financial Report.

- B. J. Samuelson was honored as a member of the 2008 State Tournament All-Star team but he hasn’t received his All-Star Team plaque.
 New Teams
 Dan Loegering representing a team from Big Lake presented the following information:
· The Big Lake “White Caps” were a new team in 2008 and was a member of the North Star League.

· The North Star League did not renew their membership for 2009.

· Big Lake tried to join the Lakewood League and was denied for 2009.

· The teams used the Big Lake high school field and would use a planned new field that has been proposed to be built in the future by the city.

· Number of players isn’t an issue since they had a sufficient number in 2008.

· Finances for funding the team are available.

After discussion the following motions were presented:

WEST - 
Motion by Isanti, Second by Chisago Lakes “Not to accept Big Lake into the Eastern Minnesota West League.”

VOTE:  Yes 3, No 0
MOTION PASSED

NORTH - Motion by Mora, Second by Quamba “Not to accept Big Lake into the Eastern Minnesota North League.”

VOTE:  Yes 2, Abstain 1, No 0
MOTION PASSED

Treasurers Report

The Treasurers Report was presented for 2008.  The expenses exceeded the League dues that were paid.

Motion by Isanti, Second by Milaca “To accept the Treasurers Report.”

VOTE:  Yes 7, No 0  MOTION PASSED

A brief discussion was held about some form of fund raiser to help raise money for the League.  This issue was tabled until the next meeting.

New Business

Website - Cindy Lind will enter the league schedule, teams should enter the nonleague schedule.  If you have baseball related items that could be put on the website contact Cindy.

All Star Game – It was proposed too schedule an All-Star game with the Class C teams from the Metro Minny.  If the Metro Minny refuses the All-Star game would be played with players from the Eastern Minnesota teams.
Motion by Quamba, Second by Chisago Lakes “ To schedule the 2009 All-Star gamefor Sunday July 12th in Isanti with Saturday July 18th at 4:00 in Isanti being the alternate date.”

VOTE: Yes 6, No 1 ( Hinckley)   MOTION PASSED

Umpires - Jim Jarvis reported that the umpire fees would be the same as 2008.
Radius Change – The MBA will require that radius be verified by using GPS technology.  Therefore, each team must provide the League with an address for the ball park they use as their home field.
MBA AD – Motion by Isanti, Second by Milaca “To place a $75 Ad in the 2009 MBA Handbook.”
VOTE:  Yes 7, No 0   MOTION PASSED.

New Business – Cont.

First Year Contracts – If a player is signing his first MBA contract and the town of his residence doesn’t have a team, the player must obtain a release from the team closest to his residence before signing with the team he wishes to play with.

Constitution and By-Lay Changes

Constitution
Change Article 3 – Membership, paragraph 2 To:  Each member team must pay annual dues of $250, Maintain a $115 forfeiture fee reserve balance with the League and pay $100 to fund the Region Tournament.  
By-Laws

Article 2. – Team Boundaries

Change paragraph A. To:  All teams will abide by the radius limits set by the Minnesota Baseball Association with the radius starting point being the teams ball park.  The exception will be for those teams identified in other paragraphs of this article.
Delete these paragraphs: B, C, F

Change paragraph D. To Paragraph B.

Change paragraph E To Paragraph C and restate To: No Team without a player questionnaire will be allowed to roster Players, whose residence is South of State Highway 242, Anoka County Road 14, Washington County Road 14 or South or West of US Highway 10.

Add New paragraph E. Any new team’s radius will be reviewed and /or given a restriced radius on a case by case basis.
Article 4. – Game Rules
Change Paragraph M. Slide Rule To.  Description provided in the MBA Handbook number 22 on page 26.

Article 6. – League Schedule

Add Paragraph F.  If  doubleheader games are scheduled, two seven inning games will be played.  If a rescheduled game becomes a doubleheader, two nine innings games will be played.
Article 7. – Player Responsibilities

A. Change Paragraph B To: The penalty will be a one (1) League game suspension in addition to the game he was ejected from. the next League game will be the penalty game and the Player or Manager must be in uniform and in the dugout for one game until the penality is served and he is eligible to play again (League and\or Play-off game).  If  the game that a Player or Manager is ejected from is their teams last League or League Play-off game, the penalty will carry over to the first League game of the next season.

Next Meeting

The Scheduling meeting will be held at 2:00 pm on Sunday February 8, 2009 at the Cambridge American Legion, 
A meeting announcement will not be sent.   

Meeting adjourned at3:45 pm

Jim Brennan

.

Secretary

