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  Albuquerque Youth Basketball League
28 Years of Competitive Youth Basketball

Parent Information and Questions About AYBL

1. What is AYBL?

AYBL is beginning our 28th year as a private non-profit that has a very established relationship with APS to provide competitive youth basketball programs to school aged children in the Albuquerque metro area.

2. What is the age determining cut off date for AYBL?

August 1 of the current year.  For this year how old is your child on August 1, 2010 determined their age for 2010-11 winter season.

3. When does AYBL season begin and end?

We are a winter league only.  Our season runs from mid October to mid February for bantams and juniors and from mid November to end of February for seniors and high school ages.  APS does not allow us gym space for spring and summer programs as school programs have first priority and schools are closed in the summer for recreation programs and summer cleaning.
4. What are the age divisions for AYBL?

Bantams boys and girls:  Ages 8-9

Junior boys and girls:  Ages 10-11

Silver boys and girls:  Ages 12-13

Senior boys and girls:  Ages 13-14
*A freshmen in high school that is 14 on August 1 can play boys seniors if not on a high school team by NMAA rules.
5. Can a really good player play up an age group in AYBL?

Yes, but only if both the coach and parent petition the League Director for Board approval for a player to play up one age division.

6. What is the cost for AYBL?

$120.00 for registration that includes team uniform, liability insurance, and secondary medical insurance if not covered at home.   The fees must be paid at Registration.  There is a $25 returned check fee and credit card payments online are $125.00
7. How do you register for AYBL?

All parents must register their student online at www.ayblbasketball.org  / Registration / Individual Player Form.  Be sure to submit all information, click submit, print a copy for your records, and mail check and form to AYBL PO Box 93475 Albuquerque, NM   87199-3475 by the Registration deadlines.  Registration begins August 1, 2010.  Walk Up Registrations will be held at the NMAA Office in September and October and the exact times and dates will be posted on the website.  To save time at walk up registration please register online and bring a printed copy of your registration form and also birth record for proof of age.
8. What is a protected player vs. entering the draft mean?

Protected players are players that are already on a team from last season and do not need to attend the draft to be selected onto a team.  All protected players MUST REGISTER and pay their fees to be placed on a team roster by their coach.  A new player to AYBL or a parent wanting to find a new team MUST SIGN UP FOR THE DRAFT.

9. What is the AYBL Draft?

All players wanting to be placed onto a team MUST ATTEND the DRAFT!  The dates and times will be posted on the AYBL website (Schedule left column) and when you register online you will be notified via email (please include an email address that you do use as a parent).  Players will sign in and warm up and perform a series of skill drills so that coaches who need to draft players can evaluate their basketball skills.  After the one hour work-out players and parents are dismissed and the coaches will draft the players onto their team based on the draft draw and players already protected on their team.  Parents will be notified with 48 hours if their player was selected by their new coach and or by the AYBL League Office.  Players not selected due to AYBL having more players signed up for the available teams and coaches will be notified, entitled to a full refund, and placed on a waiting list if so desired.
10. How many practices and games are held per week?

Usually once the season begins teams practice 1-2 times per week until the games begin play.  Bantams and Juniors begin league play in mid November and end in February and do not play during APS school vacations.  Games are scheduled 1-2 games per week and posted on the AYBL website the team home pages.  Players must attend all practices and games and parents please notify your coach in advance if your player can not attend a practice or game session due to family commitments and or academics (homework).

11. Uniforms and Uniform Sizes.

Every parent is encourage to have their student attend AYBL Walk Up Registration at the NMAA Office to try on the uniform samples to be sure to order the right size for your player (exact times and locations posted on main home page).  If you register online and can not attend walk up registration you must make sure you order the correct uniform size and AYBL can not pay for re-orders and it does take 1-2 weeks to order another uniform if you order the wrong size or your student does not like the fit.

12. How does a new AYBL parent try to find a team in your area of Albuquerque?

Only parents are encouraged to place an ad online on the Guestbook section of the AYBL website to try to find a team or coach that needs players.  Only parent contact information can be posted to protect children on the internet.  The AYBL League Office has to approve every ad placed on the guestbook.
13. Does AYBL play games during school vacations?

We never have games scheduled during APS Thanksgiving vacation and Winter recess as the schools are closed.  We do have games on Martin Luther King and President’s Day vacations in January and February to plan your family vacations.
14. What are the competitive league and or age levels for AYBL?

AYBL within our age groups also attempts to create a level playing court by allowing team or coaches to sign up for the league of their competition level.  Year round teams that travel and compete at the regional level should sign up for the Platinum league in their age division.  Teams that have highly skilled players but play only winter basketball school sign up for the Gold league.  New or newly formed teams should start off in the Silver league to insure even and competitive games.

15. Is AYBL a developmental league and are there minimum playing time requirements to develop all players?

Yes to both.  Although we are a very competitive league we do require that all coaches play all their players 15 minutes of every game.  The game is divided into four ten minute quarters and each player must play three five minute segments uninterrupted unless there is an injury time out.  That forces all coaches in our league to develop all their players on their roster through practices and skill development in game situations.

16. What does an older player do when they have to move up one division because of their age, but their team from last year remains in the same age division?

The parent can elect to register the player for the draft unprotected and also place an ad on the Guestbook with only parent contact information.

17. Any other specific questions or additional information?

Please email Gene Pino at gpino@nmact.org 

