Noble holds off gutsy Marshwood comeback
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	By JOHN DOYLE
jdoyle@fosters.com


Article Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2008
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Josh Gibney/Democrat photo Noble's Margaret Burns, right, hits a shot over Marshwood's Ashleigh Locke, left, and Sarah VanHorn during the first quarter of Monday's Western Maine Class A quarterfinal game at the Portland Expo in Portland, Maine.


	


PORTLAND, Maine — The final minutes of Monday afternoon's Western Maine Class A quarterfinal contest was all about survival for the Noble High School girls basketball team. The Knights were on the verge of a runaway victory over Marshwood midway through the final quarter, but had to withstand a harrowing final minute as they tried to prevent their rivals from staging a second consecutive playoff comeback.

Marshwood held Noble scoreless for the final 5:29 of the game and cut a seven-point deficit down to one, but the Knights held on for a 45-44 win at the Portland Expo.

"Marshwood's a really good team, and they played really hard," said Noble's Maggie Burns, who led all scorers with 16 points. "We went out there with our hearts, and we wanted it."

With the win, the third-seeded Knights (15-4) advanced to Friday's semifinal against No. 2 South Portland (16-3) — a 50-39 winner over No. 7 Biddeford (13-7) — at the Cumberland County Civic Center (8:30). No. 6 Marshwood — which had rallied from 13 points down for a 34-33 win over No. 11 Cheverus (7-11) on Thursday — ended its season at 13-7.

"We didn't play smart basketball the last minute and 30 seconds," Noble coach Kyle Keenan said. "We made mistakes that really we haven't made for a long time. (For) a lot of these kids, it was their first time in a (tournament) setting. The crowd was great, the atmosphere was awesome, and I think that rattled us a little bit, (but) it will make us more prepared for Friday night."
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Josh Gibney/Democrat photo Noble's Sloane Sorrell, center, puts up a shot over Marshwood's Jenna Pisarek, left, and Sarah VanHorn during the second quarter of Monday's Western Maine Class A quarterfinal game at the Portland Expo in Portland, Maine.


Marshwood had two solid chances to get the go-ahead basket in the final minute of the game. With her team leading by one, Noble's Sarah Jalbert but was called for a 5-second violation trying to inbound the ball with 48.6 seconds to play. A shot by the Hawks' Michelle Williams went wide, and Burns came down with the rebound, one of 10 on the night for the senior forward. Unfortunately for Noble, Burns threw the ball out of bounds, giving Marshwood the ball back in Noble's end with 16.5 seconds to play. 

Marshwood's Mary Mandell inbounded the ball to Chelsea Watson, who took a 3-point shot that missed. Jalbert came down with the rebound but was fouled with 4.1 seconds to play. Jalbert missed the front end of the one-and-one, Williams got the rebound and passed it up the sideline to Watson, who stepped out of bounds with 0.2 seconds remaining. 

"We had our looks," Marshwood coach Lee Petrie said. "We're used to those balls going in. Give Noble credit, (they) really limited our offensive output. But we responded. We just fell a little short, that's all."

Noble's Sloane Sorrel (15 points) took control of things in the opening minute of the third quarter, scoring her team's first two baskets to break a 27-27 tie. She scored seven points in the quarter, including a fall-away jumper — with a Marshwood defender in her face — that gave her team a 38-35 lead. A pair of free throws by Burns put the Knights up 40-36 entering the final frame. 

"I didn't feel like I had that great of a first half," Sorrell said. "I wanted to come out and play with more intensity and more heart and help my team win in the end. (It) was such a different game from when we played them the first time (a 64-43 win on Dec. 21)."
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Josh Gibney/Democrat photo Noble's Sarah Jalbert, center, grabs a rebound away from teammate Sloane Sorrell, left, and Marshwood's Sarah VanHorn during the third quarter of Monday's Western Maine Class A quarterfinal game at the Portland Expo in Portland. Noble advanced with a 45-44 win.



Noble continued to assert itself in the fourth, taking a 45-38 lead — it's biggest of the afternoon — on a layup by Burns with 5:29 left. Little did Noble know that it was the last points they were to score all day.

"It was just like our Cheverus (first-round) game," Williams said. "We were getting killed and we came back in the second half. I think that says a lot about our team. We knew the game wasn't done yet."

Noble's win was highlighted by the strong play of Alyssa Stokes, who left the game near the end of the third quarter with an injured right ankle. Stokes returned early in the fourth and played hard defense for the rest of the period, even though it was obvious to everyone that she was playing through intense pain.

"That was a big emotional boost for us," Keenan said. "She's a warrior. To get back out there on the floor with one leg really picked us up."

Marshwood was led in scoring by Chelsea Watson, who scored 11 points including three 3-pointers. Watson struck for her first trey with 20 seconds to play in the first, giving her team a 15-10 lead. She hit two more in the second, one a nothing-but-net baseline beauty that put her team up 25-18, its largest lead of the game.

Noble closed out the first half on a 9-2 run, highlighted by a Stokes 3-pointer and a layup by Sorrell. Marshwood's Sarah VanHorn hit a bank shot that tied the game at 27-27, which is where it stood at halftime.

Petrie was emotional after the loss, but was happy to reflect on his team's successful season.

"Look what we accomplished this year," Petrie said. "That's what I tried to tell the players. It doesn't make it any better for them right now. But 13 wins? It's the most wins we've had in Class A."


Noble, 45-44


MARSHWOOD (44) — Locke 3-1-7, VanHorn 4-0-8, Williams 3-3-10, Augulewicz 2-2-6, Cynewski 1-0-2, Watson 4-0-11. Totals: 17-6-44.


NOBLE (45) — O'Neil 1-0-2, Burns 7-2-16, Sorrell 5-5-15, Stokes 3-1-8, Anderson 1-0-2, Creveling 0-2-2. Totals: 17-10-45.


Marshwood (13-7) 12 15 9 8 — 44

Noble (15-4) 15 12 13 5 — 45


3-pointers: M-4 (Williams, Watson 3); N-1 (Stokes).


Marshwood girls fall in Class A tournament 
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By Larry Favinger
sports@seacoastonline.com
February 19, 2008 6:00 AM
PORTLAND — It was everything a state tournament game should be.
Two neighboring rivals, Marshwood High School and Noble, squared off in the Western Maine Class A girls basketball tournament quarterfinals at the Portland Expo on Monday with a berth in the semifinals at stake, a berth captured by Noble, 45-44.
The game was every bit as close as the score indicates.
The result wasn't clear until a Marshwood player's foot slid over the sideline with .2 seconds left on the clock.
The contest was so close Noble coach Kyle Keenan called a timeout to make sure the Knights' inbound play was set in everyone's mind. It was.
"These kids just don't give up," Marshwood coach Lee Petrie said while standing outside a very quiet locker room after the game. "I'm proud of each and every one of them."
The Knights, now 15-4, will meet South Portland in the regional semifinals. South Portland defeatd Biddeford, 50-39.
Marshwood ends its season with a 13-7 mark. The Hawks were ranked sixth in the final standings and beat 11th-ranked Cheverus in the preliminary round.
Noble held a 40-36 lead going into the final eight minutes of play. The Hawks trimmed that by two on a field goal by Sarah Van Horn in the first two minutes of the quarter but Noble, a winner by 21 points over the Hawks in a December meeting, appeared to have everything under control, scoring the next five points for a 45-38 lead.
The Knights didn't know at that point they would not score another point and the game, which featured aggressive defenses at both end all day long, really became a defensive struggle.
Marshwood's Erin Augulewicz made it a 45-40 game about midway into the quarter and the Knights decided to slow things down a bit, working the ball while looking for an easy shot. During the next two-plus minutes the defenses held and the Knights were up by those same five points with 2:19 to play.
With 1:33 remaining on the clock following a turnover by each team, the Hawks' Michelle Williams was fouled and made two shots. It was now 45-42 and things were getting a bit frantic.
Thirty-three seconds later the Marshwood side of the Expo gym exploded as Williams hit a short jumper and it was 45-44. Noble called a timeout.
Noble turned the ball over twice but Marshwood couldn't get a shot to fall and the Knights were pulling down the rebounds.
The Knights gained possession after a Marshwood miss and with 4.1 second to play the Hawks fouled Sarah Jalbert. Jalbert missed and the Hawks came storming down the court but stepped on the sideline with .2 seconds left and that was it.
"We had our looks," Petrie said. "We had a chance to get it done. They responded but we fell just a little short."
"Give Noble credit," he said. "They crashed the boards. They controlled the pace."
As the Marshwood girls began coming out of the locker room Petrie said, "These kids are phenomenal. I couldn't be prouder."
Marshwood built a 25-18 lead with less than three minutes to play in the first half but the Knights ran off nine straight points to take a 27-25 lead as the clock was running down. Van Horn got a field goal just before the buzzer to tie the score at intermission.
Noble was led by Sloane Sorrell with 17 points, nine of those coming in the third quarter, and Margaret Burns with 16, 10 coming in the first half, eight in the first quarter.
Marshwood was topped offensively by Chelsea Watson with 11 points, all of them in the first half, eight in the second quarter, Van Horn and Michelle Williams has 10 each for the Hawks.
Noble 45, Marshwood 44
MARSHWOOD (44)
Cynewski 1-0-2, Augulewicz 2-2-6, Watson 4-0-11, VanHorn 5-0-10, Williams 5-0-10, Locke 2-1-5. Totals 17-6-44.
NOBLE (45)
Tokes 3-1-3-8, Jalbert 0-0-0-0, Prak 0-0-0-0, Burns 7-2-3-16, Creveling 0-2-2-2, O'Neil 1-0-0-2, Sorrell 6-5-8-17. Totals 17-10-16-45.
Marshwood 15 12 9 8—44
Noble 12 15 13 5—45
3-point field goals—Marshwood 4: Watson 3, Williams. Noble 1: Stokes
Hawks rally past Cheverus
	By AL PIKE
apike@fosters.com


Article Date: Friday, February 15, 2008
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Marshwood's Erin Augulewicz, top, and Michelle Williams, bottom fight for the ball with Cheverus's Theresa Hendrix during the second quarter of Thursday night's Western Maine Class A preliminary playoff game in South Berwick, Maine.
(Josh Gibney/Democrat photo) 


	


SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — With a vocal student section standing throughout, the partisan fans were waiting for the real Marshwood High School girls basketball team to stand up. 

With the season hanging in the balance, their faith was rewarded in the second half as the determined Hawks overcame a near-disastrous start to pull out a 34-33 win over Cheverus Thursday night in the preliminary round of the Western Maine Class A tournament.

Junior guard Erin Augulewicz provided the margin of victory by hitting the second of two free throws with 18 seconds remaining in the fourth quarter to snap a 33-all deadlock. The Stags' final possession resulted in an open 15-footer by Kristy Baum that rimmed out at the buzzer as Marshwood held on for what is believed to be its first playoff win since joining Class A.

"We've been a second-half team all year," said junior guard Michelle Williams, who led the Hawks with eight points. "Some games we've really stunk in the first half like today. We just came back. We knew we had to turn it around and that's exactly what we did."

The sixth-seeded Hawks, who improved to 13-6 with their 11th victory in 12 games including a nine-game win streak, advance to the quarterfinals where they will face No. 3 Noble Monday afternoon at 2 at the Portland Expo. The Knights drew a first-round bye and were on hand Thursday night to witness the rival Hawks grind out a win over a Cheverus squad that led by as many as 13 points (17-4) during an ugly, turnover-filled first half.

"We picked up our defense," Williams said, "and we picked up our attitude. We knew we could do it. Before every game Coach says our defense is going to win the game for us and it did today definitely. We were confident the whole time. In the locker room we said we're a second-half team and we're going to come out strong. Forget about the first half. We played like crap. We knew we played terrible. It was like a new game in the second half."

"We've preached all year we win games on defense," said Marshwood coach Lee Petrie, whose club held the Stags to 19 points over the final three quarters after allowing 14 in the first. "Our girls believe they can stop people when they have to stop them. We had some nervous kids out there but we shook it off." 

Although they closed the gap to three (19-16) midway through the third quarter, the Hawks still trailed by seven (26-19) after three before making their final move. With Marshwood trailing 27-23, sophomore Chelsea Watson banked home a 3-pointer from the wing and Ashleigh Locke followed with a layup off a Williams assist to give the Hawks their second lead, 28-27 with 6:43 left, and their first advantage since 2-0.

"We're a second-half team," Augulewicz said. "That's what we do. We just stuck in there. We knew we could come back."

"They pressured us a little bit," said Cheverus coach Richie Ashley, "and a few tough calls went their way, a few mysterious calls. They made a couple shots. They made one more than we did. We had a shot at the end to win it. We had a good look, it just didn't bounce in." 

No. 11 Cheverus (7-12) regained the lead, 30-28, on a traditional three-point by Baum. A basket by Marshwood's Sarah VanHorn made it 30-30 with 4:01 to go. The Stags went ahead, 31-30, seven seconds later on a foul shot by Elizabeth Somma. Williams countered with a jumper from the left elbow, and after Locke made 1 of 2 free throws, the Hawks led 33-31 with 2:11 to play.

Baum (game-high 9 points) drained a pair of free throws with 1:46 left to create the game's final tie, 33-33. With time winding down, Augulewicz was fouled by Theresa Hendrix, who was going for the steal near midcourt. With an unusual approach at the line in which she steps into the shot, Augulewicz missed the first attempt but made the second to punch the Hawks' ticket to Portland.
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Marshwood's Chelsea Watson, left, works her way around Cheverus's Theresa Hendrix during the second quarter of Thursday night's Western Maine Class A preliminary playoff game in South Berwick, Maine.
(Josh Gibney/Democrat photo) 


"It was a double-bonus situation and I missed the first shot," Augulewicz said. "It was completely nerves. I knew I had to make the last one so I just took a deep breath and I said 'This is the game.' I just stepped up there and it toilet-bowled in. My heart just sank. I knew we had a chance at that point." 

The outcome seemed improbable following a first half in which Marshwood scored four of the game's first six points but went more than 11 minutes before scoring again. Meanwhile, the Stags put up 15 consecutive points, a run that bridged the first and second quarters that left the visitors with a 17-4 cushion. The Hawks salvaged a bit of momentum on back-to-back baskets by VanHorn and Williams in a span of 14 seconds that left them trailing 17-8 at the half.

"We just said we've been here before," Petrie said. "They overwhelm me with their resiliency."

"Since we've been in Class A it's the first tournament game the Marshwood girls have ever won," Williams said. "That was exciting when (the fans) all ran down at the end. I wasn't expecting that."


Marshwood, 34-33


CHEVERUS (33) — Somma 2-1-5, Hendrix 0-0-0, Mezoian 2-0-6, Grover 3-1-8, Baum 2-5-9, Hess 2-1-5, Lowery 0-0-0. Totals: 11-8-33.


MARSHWOOD (34) — Pisarek 0-0-0, Cynewski 1-2-4, Mulcahey 0-0-0, Augulewicz 2-1-5, Watson 1-3-6, Lytle 0-0-0, VanHorn 3-0-6, Williams 4-0-8, Locke 2-1-5. Totals: 13-7-34.


Cheverus (7-12) 14 3 9 7 — 33

Marshwood (13-6) 4 4 11 15 — 34


3-pointers: C-3 (Mezoian 2, Grover); M-1 (Watson).


Marshwood girls basketball team rallies for tournament win 
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By Dan Doyon
sports@seacoastonline.com
February 15, 2008 6:00 AM
SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — Throughout the regular season the Marshwood High School girls basketball team seemed to get off to slow starts, only to respond with strong second-half efforts on its way to 12 wins and a spot in Thursday's preliminary round of the Western Maine Class A tournament against Cheverus.
The Hawks were truly put to the test after a first half that saw Marshwood go scoreless through an 11-minute stretch and turn the ball over 14 times. It was about as bad as it could get offensively for Marshwood, as it trailed 17-8 at halftime.
Maybe the Hawks were just in their comfort zone trailing at the half, because Marshwood's second-half reputation stood up in a big way in front of a raucous crowd.
No. 6 Marshwood outscored 11th-seeded Cheverus 15-7 in the fourth quarter, with an Erin Augulewicz free throw being the difference in Marshwood's 34-33 thriller win. The Hawks held Cheverus (7-12) to a total of 19 points in the final three quarters to seal Marshwood's first Class A playoff win since the school moved from Class B in the late 1990s.
"This is an experienced team, but they haven't played in a playoff game since they were freshmen and sophomores, so they were nervous. You could tell," Marshwood coach Lee Petrie said. "We've preached all year that we'll win games on defense. Our girls believe they can stop people when they have to stop them. We had some nervous kids out there, but they shook it off."
Marshwood (13-6) is on its way to a showdown with rival Noble (14-4) in Monday's quarterfinals at the Portland Expo (2 p.m.). The third-seeded Knights received a first-round bye and beat Marshwood, 64-43, in December.
Trailing 26-19 after three quarters, Marshwood came out in the fourth and showed its best offense of the night, as Chelsea Watson banked in a 3-pointer from the wing to bring the Hawks within 27-26. Sarah VanHorn's pass to Ashleigh Locke for a layup gave Marshwood its first lead since the opening minutes, 28-27 with 6:08 left.
With Cheverus holding a 31-30 lead, Hawk guard Michelle Williams (eight points) stole the ball and sliced through the lane for a bucket and Locke hit a free throw to put Marshwood up by two. Kristy Baum hit a pair of free throws for Cheverus to tie the game at 33-33 and had a chance to take the lead, though VanHorn forced a turnover at midcourt.
Cheverus' Theresa Hendrix was called for a reach-in foul to send Augelwicz to the line with 18 seconds left. The junior missed the first free throw but regrouped to hit the second for a 34-33 Hawk lead.
"I missed the first shot and it was completely nerves," Augelwicz said. "I knew I had to hit the last one and I just took a deep breath and said 'This is the game.' So I just stepped up there and toilet-bowled it and my heart just sank."
Baum had a chance for the win but her shot from just inside the 3-point arc missed, sending the Marshwood student body onto the floor.
"We've been a second-half team all year, for some reason some games we've stunk in the first half like we did today, but we knew we had to turn it around and that's exactly what we did," Williams said. "We knew we could (come back), we didn't give up. We picked up our defense because we knew we had to do it."
"Their pressure hurt us (in the second half), some tough calls went their way, but they made a couple of shots," Cheverus coach Richie Ashley said. "They just made one more shot than we did. We had a shot at the end to win it, we had a good look, it just didn't go in."
Petrie said the key was that there was no panic out of his squad, which has now won 11 of its past 12 games.
"In the huddle, every timeout, we were like 'We're getting there,' we shaved two points off going into the fourth and lets just go take care of it and see what we can do," Petrie said. "They honestly believed they could do it and they overwhelm me with their resiliency."
MARSHWOOD 34, CHEVERUS 33
CHEVERUS (33) Ð
Baum 2-5-9, Hendrix 0-0-0, Hess 2-1-5, Somma 2-1-5, Lowery 0-0-0, Grover 3-1-8, Mezoian 2-0-6, Wise 0-0-0. Totals: 11-8-33.
MARSHWOOD (34) Ð
Williams 4-0-8, VanHorn 3-0-6, Locke 2-1-5, Cynewski 1-2-4, Augelwicz 2-1-5, Watson 1-3-6, Lytle 0-0-0, Pisarek 0-0-0. Totals: 13-7-34.
Cheverus 14   3   9   7 —33
Marshwood 4   4   11   15—34
3-pointers — Cheverus 3: Mezoian 2, Grover 1; Marshwood 1: Watson 1. Fouled out — None.
Girls end season with a nice win over Sanford 36-19.  
Marshwood 36, Sanford 19

SANFORD, Maine — The Marshwood girls basketball team turned up the defensive pressure Friday to beat Sanford in the Western Class A regular-season finale for both teams, 36-19.

The Hawks (12-6), who won for the 10th time in their last 11 games, held Sanford (2-16) to seven second-half points. Sarah VanHorn led Marshwood with 12 points, including all eight of her team's points in the last quarter. Michelle Williams added nine points and Kaleigh Lytle threw in five.


Streak ends at 9 with a 54-60 loss at Massabesic. 



Streak Reaches 9!!!
Marshwood girls basketball team wins ninth straight
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By Staff Reports
sports@seacoastonline.com
January 30, 2008 6:00 AM
WINDHAM, Maine — The Marshwood High School girls basketball team extended its winning streak to nine games Tuesday night with a 49-43 win over Windham.
The Hawks are now 11-5 in Western Maine Class A. Leading the way for the Hawks was Michelle Williams, with 17 points. Sam Goda notched 14 points and Lindsey Cynewski chipped in with eight points.


Eight in a Row!!!

Eight straight wins for Marshwood
	By JOHN COCHIN


Article Date: Saturday, January 26, 2008
SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — The Sanford High School girls basketball team had only one win entering the game with Marshwood Friday night, but you never would have known it by the way they played in the fourth quarter.

The Hawks won the Class A contest 41-30, but it didn't come easy. They were cruising with a 35-15 lead with two minutes gone in the fourth when the Redskins went on a 15-2 run to come to within seven points, 37-30, with 2:30 remaining. But a put back by Sam Goda with 1:50 left turned the momentum back over to the hosts and they held Sanford scoreless the rest of the way.

The win was Marshwood's eighth straight as it improved to 10-5 in Class A. The Hawks visit Windham Tuesday.

One reason for the low Redskin total early on was Marshwood's success in containing Mary Roberts, Sanford's top scorer, who was held scoreless until the final seconds of the third quarter. 

"Our plan was to deny her the ball to take away their main threat," said Marshwood coach Lee Petrie. "But it wasn't easy. She didn't get frustrated and kept trying until she finally was able to score late in the game. When she started scoring the Redskins came alive which is a tribute to her leadership."

Both teams had trouble getting started. The game was scoreless until Michelle Williams tossed in a 3-pointer with 6:05 left in the first quarter. Two minutes later, Sanford freshman Taylor Flood hit a layup to make it 3-2 for Sanford's only points in the first quarter. Marshwood's Kayleigh Lytle made a free throw with: 25 left, then stole the ball, which eventually ended up in Sarah VanHorn's hands for a 16-footer at the buzzer.

The Hawks came out with a full-court press to start the second quarter and it resulted in quick baskets by Sarah Mulcahey, Lindsey Cynewski and Goda, moving the Hawks into a 12-3 lead. Free throws by Ashleigh Locke and Goda were countered by a steal and full-court drive by sophomore Kate Nickerson to make it 14-5 with two minutes left in the half. Marshwood's Erin Augulewicz then drove past three Redskin defenders for a layup and Cynewski capped the half with a pair from the line to give Marshwood an 18-7 lead at the break.

With Marshwood ahead 23-13 late in the third quarter, Goda tossed in a pair of free throws, then made a steal at midcourt and drove in for the bucket to make it 27-13. Jenna Pisarek added a basket and Chelsea Watson assisted on a Goda layup to end the third quarter with Marshwood comfortably ahead 31-15.

A VanHorn free throw at the start of the fourth, and a conventional three-point play by Lytle, made it 35-15 with 6:60 remaining. At that point, Sanford junior Jill Boyce caught fire, hitting three 3-pointers and a bucket over a four-minute span to help Sanford match its total scoring output of the first three periods. 

"Jill got some open looks, made one 3-pointer, and just kept shooting," said Sanford coach Kristy Parent. "We also got some good rebounding from Lauren L'Heureux and Mary Roberts. It was the best we've played collectively all year."


Marshwood, 41-30


SANFORD (30) — Flood 1-0-2, Boyce 4-0-11, Gagne 1-0-2, Nolette 0-1-1, Roberts 2-0-4, Laferte 0-0-0, Nickerson 4-0-8, L'Heureux 1-0-2. Totals: 13-1-30.

MARSHWOOD (41) — Pisarek 1-0-2, Cynewski 1-2-4, Mulcahey 1-2-4, Augulewicz 2-2-6, Watson 0-0-0, Lytle 1-2-4, Van Horn 1-1-3, Williams 1-0-3, Locke 0-2-2, Mandell 0-0-0, Goda 5-3-13, Hoyt 0-0-0, Brostek 0-0-0. Totals: 13-14-41 

Sanford (1-13) 2 5 8 15 — 30

Marshwood (10-5) 6 12 13 10 — 41

3-pointers: S-3 (Boyce 3), M-1 (Williams).
Great win over Portland!  
Even better display of class and team unity!!!!


SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — The Marshwood girls basketball held off Portland Saturday with a 63-59 Class A win.

The Hawks (7-5) won for the fifth straight time and were led by Sam Goda with 24 points, Michelle Williams with 14 and Sarah VanHorn with 11. Sarah Mulcahey played great second-half defense.

Williams hit a shot with seven seconds left to put Marshwood up one and Goda netted three free throws in the end for the win.

Marshwood hosts Massabesic on Tuesday. Portland is 2-9.


Williams, Hawks heating up [image: image10.png]



Article Date: Friday, January 11, 2008
SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — The Marshwood High School girls basketball team is getting hot at the right time. Michelle Williams poured in a game-high 22 points Thursday, including four 3-pointers, as the Hawks defeated Cheverus, 53-37, in Western Maine Class A.

With its fourth straight win, Marshwood improved to 6-5. Cheverus dropped to 4-6.

Sam Goda scored eight points as did Ashleigh Locke, who also had a strong rebounding game. Sarah Mulcahey played solid defense off the bench for the Hawks, who led 16-5 after one quarter, 23-7 at halftime and 44-19 at the end of three quarters.


Deering just good enough to prevail 
The unbeaten Rams survive a late surge by the determined Marshwood girls for a 50-46 win. 
By Dan Hickling, Special to the Press Herald December 29, 2007 


By its own admission, Deering has had better efforts this season than the one put forward against Marshwood on Friday night. 
Still, it was good enough to keep the Rams undefeated through six games with a 50-46 win over the pesky Hawks (3-4). 
Holding a 12-point lead with less than six minutes to play, Deering nearly frittered it all away beneath the weight of a 13-3 Hawks run down the stretch. 
It took two free throws from Diana Manduca in the waning seconds to lock up a win that the Rams felt they should have put away earlier. 
"We just didn't shoot very well tonight," said Manduca, whose 11 points tied her with Casey Everest for the team high. "(But) I felt we kept our composure really well. We stayed together as a team." 
Said Everest, "Our defense was lacking sometimes. But we tried to stick it together and pull it out for the win." 
It might have been a different story if Everest hadn't scored 10 of Deering's 20 points in the third quarter. 
Trailing by three points at halftime, Everest, who sat out most of the second quarter after picking up her second foul, hit two field goals to open the third quarter and sent the Rams on a 15-6 run. 
"I run the floor as much as I can," said Everest, a 5-foot-9 junior. "Helping my teammates out. With their hard work getting the ball up the court, I just finish for them." 
The first half featured six lead changes, and finished with Marshwood clutching a 22-19 lead. 
Deering trailed 16-11 with 6:20 remaining in the second, then got six points in a span of 60 seconds, four of them from freshman center Kayla Burchill. 
But the Hawks responded with a 6-2 run to finish the half, helped along by two clutch baskets from Michelle Williams (game-high 18 points). 
The first of those came from the right wing and made it 20-17 with 3:27 left. 
Sam Goda added 13 of her 17 points in that half to fuel the Hawks' upset hopes. 
"We didn't play very good basketball tonight," Deering Coach Mike D'Andrea said. 
"I credit Marshwood for that. They came out and played us tough and took us out of our comfort zone." 
Using the second-half lift provided by Everest, Deering took the lead and held it, opening up a 45-33 advantage on Claire Ramonas' jumper with 5:53 left. 
Marshwood put on a furious charge, closing the gap to two points, 48-46, when with 52 seconds remaining, Williams hit a clutch shot from the left wing. 
Goda later had a chance to tie the score, but missed two free throws. 
"We played unbelievable," said Marshwood Coach Lee Petrie. "It's our best game all year. We played the best team in the league and took them toe-to-toe in their own gym. I don't like to lose, but I like to play well." 


Goda leads Marshwood to win over Oyster River
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	By DAN HICKLING
sportsfosters.com


Article Date: Thursday, December 27, 2007
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Josh Gibney/Democrat photo Oyster River's Cynthia Hanson, left, grabs a rebound away from Marshwood's Kayleigh Lytle during the first quarter of Wednesday night's Dover Girls Basketball Christmas Tournament.




	


DOVER — There are certainly more relaxing ways to spend one's Christmas vacation than the way Sam Goda is spending hers.

Instead of heading to some beach in Florida or some ski slope in the mountains, the senior guard from the Marshwood High School girls basketball team (of Western Maine Class A) would much rather throw her body (hyperextended elbow and all) into a wall after a loose basketball in a tournament with no champion to crown.

For all that, Goda and her Hawk mates got to savor a 42-39 win over Oyster River (of New Hampshire's Class I), in Wednesday's opening night of the Dover Girls Basketball Christmas Tournament at Dover High School's Ollie Adams Gym.

"We're thinking about basketball all year round," said Goda, who hit for eight of her 11 points in the fourth quarter to lead Marshwood back from a 7-point deficit. "We all play together during the summer. It's year round for us. I've been playing for three years with these girls. They're like family to me."

Goda, who spent much of the second half on the bench saddled with four fouls, said that she was chomping at the bit to see the court again before the night was through.

She got her chance, when, with 5:22 left and Oyster River holding a 37-30 lead, she and the rest of the starters were reinserted by Hawk head coach Lee Petrie.

"I hadn't played very much," she said. "I came back in, and I wanted to make up for the time that I had missed. Once I started going, then everyone else started going."

Not everyone went hurtling into the wall trying to save a loose ball the way Goda did during the Hawks' decisive 12-2 run, however.

"That's how I play basketball," said Goda. "I (hurt) my elbow on a Tuesday, and I was playing in a game the next Friday. Today, it's the same elbow that went into the wall. It's hurting, but I'm going to ice it up and play again tomorrow."

So much for the notion that teams can take it easy during holiday exhibitions.

"You can say anything you want," said Petrie. "We've not shot the ball well, or rebounded well, at times. But one thing they do is they play hard all the time. I never have to worry about that. That makes them so much fun to work with."

The teams were deadlocked, 18-18, at halftime, after Jilliane Friel (game-high 15 points) had fueled a 7-2 Oyster River kick to give the Bobcats a 10-9 first quarter lead.

In that stretch, Friel popped in a shot from the left wing, then followed it with a three pointer to put the Bobcats up 9-7.

Marshwood's Michelle Williams interrupted the run with a fall-away jumper, before Friel capped the scoring in the period when she hit a free throw with 1:54 remaining. 

The Hawks regained the lead early in the second on three quick points from Sarah Van Horn, then held it until 1:31 remained, when Elise Contas hit a game-tying 12 foot jump shot.

Oyster River threatened to run away in the third quarter, which it opened with an 8-1 run while taking a 26-17 lead.

But the Hawks, helped by seven points from Williams, managed to stay close enough for a fourth-quarter rally, which she set off by putting back an offensive rebound with 5:05 to play.

Goda took it from there, cashing in a feed from Erin Augulewicz, hitting a pair of free throws, then knocking in two more quick baskets, all in one explosive 1:58 stretch.

That gave Marshwood a 40-37 lead with 2:58 to play, and although the Bobcats still had plenty of time to operate, they managed to get just a pair of foul shots by Friel.

"It was our offense," Oyster River coach Dave Nichols said. "I told our kids they needed to start looking at the basket. That's one of our goals (for the tournament) is to work on our offense and score more than 39 points a game)."

Both teams will play at Ollie Adams gym again tonight, with Oyster River facing Bonny Eagle (6:30) while Marshwood will take on Exeter (8).



Marshwood, 42-39

MARSHWOOD (42) — Mandell 0-0-0, Pisarek 0-0-0, Cynewski 2-2-6, Mulcahy 0-0-0, Augulewicz 1-0-2, Watson 0-0-0, Lytle 0-0-0, Van Horn 1-2-4, Williams 5-0-11, Hoyt 2-0-5, Locke 0-3-3, Goda 4-3-11. Totals: 15-10-42. 

OYSTER RIVER (39) — C. Sherry 0-0-0, Kirby 1-1-3, Ackerman 3-0-6, Messler 1-0-2, E. Sherry 0-2-2, Guerra 0-0-0, Contas 1-0-2, Friel 5-3-15, Sharbaugh 0-2-2, Walcek 0-4-4, Hanson 1-1-3. Totals: 12-13-39. [image: image13.jpg]




Marshwood (1-0) 9 9 12 12 — 42

Oyster River (0-1) 10 8 15 6 — 0 

3-pointers: M-2 (Hoyt, Williams); O-2 (Friel 2).
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Noble picks apart Hawks
	By STEVE CRAIG
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Noble's Sarah Jalbert, right, rips a rebound away from Marshwood's Sarah VanHorn during the first quarter of Friday night's Class A game in South Berwick, Maine.



SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — Coming off a sluggish loss, Kyle Keenan asked his Noble High girls basketball team to play "with passion and intensity." Message received.

The Knights tore out to a 16-point first-quarter lead and never looked back, running past host Marshwood, 64-43, Friday night.

Junior center Sloane Sorrell led the way with 19 points on a perfect 8 of 8 from the floor and 3 for 3 from the line but she had plenty of help. Lanky senior forward Maggie Burns contributed 15 points and strong rebounding. Becky Creveling, a junior swing player, came off the bench with deadeye accuracy to nail four 3-pointers and finished with 16 points. Add in solid guard play from Alyssa Stokes (8 points) and Noble improved to 3-2 in Class A entering the holidays. Marshwood dipped to 2-4.

"The last couple games we didn't have great games and we stressed that we needed to play as a team and with our hearts and it showed," Sorrell said.

"Tonight with the effort, hopefully they can see the difference between playing with passion and intensity and playing without passion and intensity," Keenan said. "You can execute all you want but you have to have that fire, too."

It also helps to shoot 8 of 11 from the floor in the opening eight minutes, as Noble did. In contrast, Marshwood was 2 of 13 out of the gates, missing several shots in the paint in their opening trips.

"They finished and we didn't," Marshwood head coach Lee Petrie said.

Sorrell's strength, size and agility was certainly a presence, especially when she blocked a shot at the foul line then beat everyone up the court for a lay-up. She would repeat that scenario early in the second quarter and finished with four blocks. Probably her play of the night came early in the fourth quarter when she caught a high pass on the dead run from Stokes that led her nearly equal with the backboard and in one motion, as she was getting fouled, banked it home.

"I've just always been really athletic and people tell me I'm fast, so I just try to beat people up the court and then people throw me the ball," Sorrell said.

She also showed some astute passing from the post. Creveling made the inside-out game especially effective, displaying a quick shot with excellent rotation and arc.

"She's provided needed bench scoring," Keenan said. "She's an igniter for us. She's a shooter but more than that, she's learned to get rid of the ball quickly, with her feet set."
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Marshwood's Ashleigh Locke, left, looks to get past Noble's Sloane Sorrell during the first quarter of Friday night's Class A game in South Berwick, Maine.




Burns, who is averaging a double-double, was also a key factor. She scored seven points in the opening quarter including getting one basket to roll in as she was being knocked to the floor after an offensive rebound. In the third quarter, she twice drove from the high post for lay-ups out of the set offense when Marshwood was over-playing Sorrell's low-post position.

Marshwood was able to rally behind the aggressive guard play of Michelle Williams (team-high 13 points), some brief moments of effective pressure defense when Sorrell, Stokes and Burns were on the bench, and eight second-quarter points from Sam Goda.

It's worth noting that Sorrell sat for 6 minutes, 15 seconds when the game was still being contested. Marshwood outscored Noble, 16-5, in that time.

With her on the floor, Noble showed Friday it could be an upper-echelon team in Class A.

"This group of girls, we've been playing together since fourth grade," Sorrell said. "I don't think our record shows how good we are."



Noble, 64-43

NOBLE (64) — Stokes 3-2-8, Jalbert 1-0-2, Prak 0-0-0, Burns 6-3-15, Gagne 0-0-0, Creveling 6-0-16, Morse 0-0-0, O'Neil 0-0-0, Anderson 1-2-4, Sorrell 8-3-19, McDaniel 0-0-0. Totals: 25-10-64.


MARSHWOOD (43) — Mandell 0-0-0, Pisarek 0-0-0, Cynewski 1-1-3, Mulcahey 0-1-1, Augulewicz 0-2-2, Watson 0-0-0, Lytle 2-0-4, Brustek 0-0-0, VanHorn 0-2-2, Williams 5-3-13, Hoyt 0-0-0, Locke 2-2-6, Goda 4-4-12. Totals: 14-15-43.


Noble (3-2) 22 14 15 13 — 64


Marshwood (2-4) 6 16 15 6 — 43


3-point goals: N-Creveling 4. M-none.


Marshwood girls roll past Thornton Academy [image: image17.png]



By Staff reports

SACO, Maine — The Marshwood High School girls basketball team improved to 2-3 in Class A with a 57-29 win over Thornton Academy on Tuesday.
The Hawks steadily pulled away for the victory.
"The kids just played awesome," Marshwood coach Lee Petrie said.
Marshwood was led by Michelle Williams with 13 points (three 3-pointers), Sam Goda with 12 and Erin Augulewicz with 10 (two 3-pointers).


Marshwood girls fall to South Portland 



South Portland High School’s Stephanie McDonough (left) fouls Marshwood’s Ashleigh Locke (32) as Locke goes up for a shot during Friday’s Class A girls basketball game in South Berwick, Maine. The Hawks lost, 43-38.Scott Yates/syates@seacoastonline.com
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By Dan Doyon
sports@seacoastonline.com
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SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — Marshwood High School girls basketball coach Lee Petrie estimated Friday that South Portland is the second-best team in Western Maine Class A.
Given that the Red Riots are one of the more talented teams in the conference, Petrie was pleased that his Hawks stood strong for the majority of Friday night's game.
Marshwood had trouble closing out the final minutes in each of the first three quarters, allowing South Portland to pull ahead for a 43-38 win. South Portland improved to 3-0, while the Hawks fell to 1-2.
"South Portland is a very good team," Petrie said. "We'd come down and try to answer and come up a little short, and then they would come down and really capitalize. That's what good teams do. But I'm proud of my kids, we stood toe-to-toe with them and didn't back down."
South Portland was missing senior center Erin Stilphen, who will be out three weeks with a stress fracture. Coach Mike Giordano turned to freshman Abby Hasson to fill the void, and Hasson hit all six of her shots for a game-high 13 points.
"We were looking for somebody to step in the middle and she led the team in scoring, she was awesome," Giordano said. "She gave us a huge lift tonight, we were really excited about her performance."
South Portland turned over the ball seven times in the last three minutes of the first half, but the Hawks got only two points from those mistakes, an Erin Augulewicz bucket that brought Marshwood within 21-13 at halftime.
The Hawks trailed 26-17 midway through the third quarter and closed the deficit to 26-23 following a jumper by Jenna Pisarek and a free throw by Ashleigh Locke.
"We know we can play with anybody," Petrie said. "We're not scared of anybody."
The Red Riots responded by finding Hasson in transition for a conventional three-point play. Kelsey Flaherty (12 points) capped off the strong third-quarter finish with three points to hand South Portland a 32-23 lead after three quarters.
Stephanie McDonough extended South Portland's lead to 36-27 in the fourth quarter, but Michelle Williams (13 points) hit a 3-pointer and Sam Goda (13 points) sank a bucket to bring the Hawks within 38-34 with 3:20 left. The Red Riots went into clock-killing mode, but Goda stole the ball at midcourt, only to have a diving Hasson fall on her right arm. Goda left the game with a hyper-extension.
South Portland effectively put the game away when Danielle McCusker found Jessica Aceto for a layup to put the Red Riots up 40-34 with 55 seconds left.
"We played great defense," Giordano said. "We did a real nice job on their go-to player, Sam Goda, and a nice job on Williams. Our defense in the halfcourt was great."
The Red Riots shot 16-for-37 from the field on the night and held the Hawks to 15-for-46 shooting.
"I was pleased with the way we played defense tonight; obviously we had a tough time shooting the ball at times," Petrie said. "But they will play as hard as any team."
Marshwood is back in action tonight (7), when it hosts Gorham.
SOUTH PORTLAND 43, MARSHWOOD 38
SOUTH PORTLAND (43) 
Hawkins 2-0-4, Flaherty 3-5-12, Hasson 6-1-13, McCusker 2-1-5, Aceto 1-2-4, McDonough 2-0-5, Conley 0-0-0. Totals: 16-9-43.
MARSHWOOD (38) 
Williams 6-0-13, Goda 5-3-13, Locke 1-1-3, Cynewski 1-1-3, Augulewicz 1-2-4, Pisarek 1-0-2, VanHorn 0-0-0, Mulcahey 0-0-0, Watson 0-0-0. Totals: 15-7-38.
South Portland    12   9   11   11—43
Marshwood            6      7   10   15—38
3-pointers — South Portland 2: Flaherty, McDonough. Marshwood 1: Williams. Fouled out — None.
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Great Job at Westbrook!


Hawks finish fast to edge Blue Blazes 
SCHOOLGIRL ROUNDUP: Marshwood outscores Westbrook 13-7 in the last period for a 40-36 win.

From staff reports December 12, 2007 

WESTBROOK — Marshwood rallied in the fourth quarter to defeat Westbrook 40-36 Tuesday night in a Southern Maine Activities Association schoolgirl basketball game. 
The Hawks (1-1) outscored the Blue Blazes 13-7 in the final period, with Michelle Williams hitting a 3-pointer midway through the period that gave Marshwood the lead for good. 
Ashleigh Locke scored 10 points for Marshwood. 
Cynthia Wescott scored a game-high 12 points and grabbed eight rebounds for the Blue Blazes (1-1), and Audrey Shutts added nine points and 10 rebounds. 


Hawks can't handle Red Storm
	By AL PIKE


Article Date: Saturday, December 8, 2007
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Marshwood's Sam Goda, left, works her way past Scarborough defender Reegan Brackett during Friday's Western Maine Class A game in South Berwick, Maine.


	


SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — With seven seniors and five juniors on the varsity roster, coach Lee Petrie expected experience, depth and defense to be the strengths of the Marshwood High School girls basketball team this season. 

He also expected more from the Hawks during Friday night's season opener against Scarborough. Despite a fast start in which Marshwood built a nine-point lead in the first four minutes of the game, the Hawks suffered a 51-40 setback to the Red Storm in Western Maine Class A.

"I think it's an absolute shame when you work as hard as these kids have worked for three years to start the season out by playing like that," said Petrie, whose club is coming off a 4-14 campaign in which it failed to make the playoffs. "It's a disappointment. You expect your veterans to really step up and be able to handle pressure at the Class A level. They just weren't ready."

Marshwood committed 35 turnovers, including 19 in the first half. Despite the mistakes, the Hawks took a 28-27 lead with 3:27 left in the third quarter on consecutive baskets by Michelle Williams, Sam Goda and Erin Augulewicz. Scarborough responded with a 6-0 run of its own to regain control.

Leading 35-32 early in the fourth, the Red Storm used an 8-0 spurt to pull away. Marshwood never got closer than seven points the rest of the way (44-37 on a turnaround jumper by Goda with 1:38 remaining). Goda led all scorers with 11 points followed by Augulewicz with 10, including two 3-pointers, and Williams with seven.
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Marshwood's Erin Augulewicz (with ball) is tightly defended as teammate Sam Goda follows the play during Western Maine Class A action Friday in South Berwick, Maine.


"They forced us to start turning the ball over," said Petrie, whose club had a stretch of six turnovers in seven possessions. "We've got experienced players on the floor and you expect them to take care of the ball. They played at the pace that we try to play at and they just did it a lot better than we did. They took us out of everything we tried to do." 

Scarborough featured a balanced attack in which five players scored at least seven points, including nine apiece by sophomore Jenn Colpitts and senior co-captain Sarah Bonenfant. The Red Storm outscored the Hawks from the free-throw line, 17-4, including 9-1 over the final 3:07.

Marshwood ran out to an early 11-2 lead helped by the Red Storm, who turned the ball over on their first four possessions. The surge featured a traditional three-point play by Goda and back-to-back 3-pointers by Augulewicz and Williams that prompted Scarborough coach Jim Seavey to call a 30-second time out. The Red Storm settled down and went on an 8-0 run to trail 11-10 after one quarter.

"They're scrappy and they're well-coached," Seavey said. "Lee does a very nice job with his kids. They're always well-prepared and they get after you. I thought our depth would pay off and I think it did because we were able to play 10 kids in the first half and our pressure created some turnovers and some easy buckets for us to get back into the game." 

Scarborough outscored the Hawks in the second quarter, 15-8, to lead 25-19 at halftime as Marshwood committed 11 turnovers in the second. The Red Storm, who had 32 turnovers of their own, got off to another slow start in the third as the Hawks opened the second half with a 9-2 run to go ahead, 28-27. After that it was all Scarborough, which outscored Marshwood, 16-4 over the next 9:26.
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Marshwood's Ashleigh Locke (32) tries to keep the ball away from several Scarborough defenders during Friday's Western Maine Class A game in South Berwick, Maine.



"Give them all the credit in the world," Petrie said. "They outplayed us. They came ready to play and we were still playing like it was the preseason. We weren't playing at the SMAA level that we need to play at. I thought our experience would show and it didn't. 

"We're a lot better team that what you saw tonight," Petrie added. "Trust me."

Scarborough, 51-40

SCARBOROUGH (51) — Carrier 3-0-7, Morin 3-1-7, Brackett 0-5-5, Pelletier 3-2-8, Colpitts 2-5-9, Price 1-0-3, Bell 0-0-0, Chaloux-Pinette 1-0-2, Bonenfant 3-3-9, Manning 0-1-1. Totals: 16-17-51.

MARSHWOOD (40) — Mandell 0-0-0, Pisarek 0-1-1, Cynewski 1-0-2, Mulcahey 0-0-0, Augulewicz 4-0-10, Watson 2-0-5, Lytle 0-0-0, VanHorn 0-0-0, Williams 3-0-7, Locke 1-2-4, Goda 5-1-11. Totals: 16-4-40.

Scarborough (1-0) 10 15 10 16 — 51
Marshwood (0-1) 11 8 11 10 — 40
3-point goals: S-1 (Carrier); M-3 (Augulewicz 2, Williams).
