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OFC Past President Inducted into Local Hall 
 

 
Paul Bartle, the Past President of the 
Ontario Football Conference has been 
inducted into the Brantford and Area 
Sports Hall of Recognition in the 
builderõs category. 
 
He began his career in football in 1967 
playing with the Brantford Bisons. In 
1969, Paul joined the Kitchener/Guelph 
Oaks intermediate football team. 
 
He started his long association with the 
Brantford Bisons junior football team in 
1974 with a position on the Executive 
Board.  He was president of the team in 
1979, 1981 and 1982. In 1982, the team 
folded, creating the opportunity for Paul 
to help organize the Bisons Alumni. 
 
That same year marked the beginning of Paulõs 36-year commitment to the Ontario Football 
Conference and the Canadian Junior Football League.  Throughout the years, Paul has held 
many positions within both organizations, including President of the OFC from 1988 to 1994 
and 1999 to 2006. 
 
Paul had many accomplishments throughout his years with both associations, all of which were 
recognized in a ceremony in 1994 when he was inducted as a Life Member of the CJFL. 
 
In 2005, he was honoured with the Ed Henick Meritorious Service Award - the highest 
Executive honour that can be bestowed in the CJFL. This prestigious award has been given out 
only seven times since 1996 when the awardõs namesake was the first honouree. 
 
With over 35 years of service to both the Ontario Football Conference and Canadian Junior 
Football League, Paul Bartle has dedicated his life to sport in our country. 

òThe Canadian Junior Football League supports the processes and sanctions of the Canadian Anti-Doping Program. The CJFL has zero tolerance for 

drugs, and holds its athletes accountable for their actions and decisions. The leagueõs policies and procedures require all teams to provide drug education 

seminars for athletes, coaches and support staff, as well as mandatory athlete testing. The CJFL will continue in partnership with the Canadian Centre 

for Ethics in Sport (CCES) to promote ethical conduct in our sport through education, detection and deterrence.ó 

 

òThe Canadian Junior Football League provides the opportunity for young men aged 17 to 22 to participate in highly competitive post-high school 

football that is unique in Canada. The goal of the league is to foster community involvement and yield a positive environment by teaching discipline, 

perseverance and cooperation. The benefits of the league are strong camaraderie, national competition and life-long friends.ó 
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One Hundred and Twenty Six Years of  JUNIOR FOOTBALL. 
By Ron White 
Part 2 

The first East/West junior championship game was 

played on December 12, 1925.  The Regina Patricias 

( Pats) defeated  the Edmonton Junior Eskimoes in 

the Western Canadian Championship ( Gillespie 

Trophy). The Montreal AAA Juniors defeated the 

Toronto Junior Argonauts in the Canadian Rugby 

Union (CRU) semi final game. The Pats travelled by 

train to Montreal and a sports reporter, Dick 

Gibbons, accompanied the team on the trip. Dick 

was amazed to find out that the two teams were 

playing for a Canadian junior football championship 

that didnôt have a trophy. He wired his newspaper, 

the Regina -Leader Post, for permission to purchase a trophy and 

received $100.00. The Montreal AAA juniors were victorious on that 

day and they were the first team to have their name engraved on the 

Leader-Post trophy. The trophy was fifty years old when it was retired 

following the 1974 Canadian junior championship played in Vancouver. 

The last team to have its name engraved on the trophy was the Ottawa 

Sooners. The Leader-Post trophy now sits proudly on display in the 

Canadian Football Hall of Fame and Museum.  

 

1974 was also a milestone year for junior football in Canada. Junior football was always part of the Ontario 

Rugby Football Union and in 1907, the Canadian Rugby Union. In 1972 a formal junior committee was 

structured as part of the Canadian Amateur Football Association. Joe Kanuka was the chairman of that 

committee. In 1974 it was decided that junior football should establish its own separate association. The 

Canadian National Junior Football Association was born and Jerry Joint from Calgary was formally elected as 

the first Commissioner. The Commissioners of Junior football since 1974 are listed in order : 

 
1974 - 1978 Jerry Joynt  
1979 - 1986 Don McDonald  
1987 - 1991 Peter Sawchuck  
1992 - 1996 Gord Cooke  
1997 - 2003 Ron White  
2004 - 2005 Doug Ferne  
2006 - 2009 Ron Osterkampf  
2009 -          Tony Iadeluca ( Interim  Commissioner)  

 

In 1975 the Armandale Corporation became the major 

sponsor of the Canadian Junior Championship. The 

trophy was presented for the first time in Hamilton, 

Ontario on November 16 when the Regina Rams 

defeated the Hamilton Hurricanes. The Armandale 

Cup was retired after the 1989 Canadian junior 

championship game played in Calgary on November 

12. The Calgary Colts defeated the Burlington Junior 

Tigers on that day.  The Armandale trophy was given 

to the Saskatchewan Hall of  Fame by the Armandale 

Corporation.  

Past CJFL Commissioner 

Ron White 


