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Katherine Hepburn was a two-sport star before Bo Jackson and Deion Sanders were even born. OK, so it was on the silver screen, but her 1952 turn as a professional tennis and golf star helped "Pat and Mike" make our list of great women’s sports films. During these long winter months, why not curl up on the couch, make popcorn the old –fashioned way, and take in a sports flick. Here are a few of our staff-picks that are sure to leave you inspired. 

A League of Their Own (1992) 
Starring: Geena Davis, Tom Hanks, Lori Petty
It’s 1943. The ranks of Major League Baseball have gone to war, yet America still wants to watch baseball. That summer, the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League was formed and took women like Dottie Henson (Davis) and her sister Kit (Petty) out of the house to play ball and change their lives forever. The film, full of lively characters, is based on real events and makes you want to start a girls’ baseball league in your area this spring. 

Annie O (1995) 
Starring: Coco Yares
Ah, equality without lawsuits. There is no girls’ varsity basketball team at Washington High School, but Annie "Sure Shot" Rojas (Yares) plays better than anyone in the school, boy or girl. So, the boys’ coach invites her to try out for his team. She’s ostracized at first by her teammates, who include her brother and boyfriend, but eventually they realize she’s not a threat but the reason the team keeps winning. By the next year, without one mention of Title IX, Washington has a girls’ varsity team! 

Cutting Edge (1992) 
Starring: D.B. Sweeney, Moira Kelly
Spoiled rich girl and aspiring pairs figure skating Olympian Kate Moseley (Kelly) went through several partners before an unrefined hockey player, Doug Dorsey (Sweeney), is persuaded by her coach to step out on the ice with her. Of course, opposites attract, and even though you know by the end of the movie they’ll do the "Pachenko," earn a gold medal and each other’s hearts, you can’t look away for a second. 

Girlfight (2001) 
Starring: Michelle Rodriguez
This film is a coming-of-age story about an angry young woman from a troubled background. Diana (Rodriguez) is drawn to the local gym and finds calm in the boxing ring. The sport transforms Diana into a confident, strong woman, both in the ring and out of it. The Rocky-esque climax shows her total transformation and sets up the ultimate conflict between love and boxing. 

Heart Like a Wheel (1983) 
Starring: Bonnie Bedelia, Beau Bridges 
This film is based on the life of Shirley "Cha Cha" Muldowney, the first woman licensed to drive a Top Fuel dragster. The movie chronicles her rise from a difficult childhood to a failed marriage and into the spotlight on the racetrack, where she became a three-time Top Fuel hot rod racing champion. 

In the Game (1994)
Before ESPN’s "The Season," there was PBS’s "In the Game." This documentary takes you inside the 1993-94 season of the Stanford women’s basketball team. It's a behind-the-scenes look at the intensity and determination it takes to be an NCAA Division I basketball player, and lets us peek in on the coaching style of Tara VanDerveer, who transformed Stanford into one of the top women’s basketball teams in the country. 

Love and Basketball (2000) 
Starring: Omar Epps, Sanaa Lathan
Monica (Lathan) and Quincy (Epps) share a passion for basketball. They grew up as next-door neighbors, fell in love and went to the same school to play college ball. Then Qunicy’s homelife is shattered and he and Monica grow apart. Monica goes on to play professional basketball in Europe and then finds out Quincy is about to get married. This realistic (players wear real jerseys from actual teams, not just "State"), romantic story will truly make you believe that all is fair in love and basketball. 

Pat and Mike (1952) 
Starring: Katherine Hepburn, Spencer Tracy
Katherine Hepburn plays Pat Pemberton, a two-sport star in this 1952 romantic comedy. Spencer Tracy stars as Mike, her charming agent. He persuades her to start golfing and playing tennis professionally when he sees her at an exhibition, where their business and romantic relationship begins. Bonus: the film features cameos by legendary sportswomen Helen Dettweiler, Babe Didrickson, Beverly Hanson, Betty Hicks, Alice Marble and Gussie Moran. 

Personal Best (1981) 
Starring: Patrice Donnelly, Mariel Hemingway
The performance of former Olympian Donnelly (as Tori) and the various shots of elite female athletes pushing themselves to be their best make this movie an authentic portrayal of the way Olympic athletes train and live. Although the movie may best be remembered for the relationship that develops between Tori and Chris (Hemingway), the movie’s real gift is the way it explores the psychological as well as the physical struggles associated with being an elite athlete. 

Quarterback Princess (1985) 
Starring: Helen Hunt
This classic ‘80s film puts an average high school girl, Tami Maida (Hunt) into the unlikely role of quarterback for her high school’s football team. When Tami’s dream of playing football actually comes true, it has the whole school and town talking. Her ability to handle the pressure from her family, opponents and her own teammates to come out on top makes this a must-see.
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