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Now that the 2009-2010 hockey season is coming to a conclusion, the Board of Directors would like to take this opportunity to discuss changes to our program for the 2010-2011 hockey season.  In January, a notice went out that a “State of Our League” meeting had been scheduled and all members were invited to attend this very important meeting.  We would like to offer our appreciation to those members that did attend.  The purpose of that meeting was to inform the members about the current state of the league and what the financial outlook would be going forward.  At the meeting, every member was handed a projected revenue and expense report for the 2009 season (this report was prepared before registration in April 09) as well as a revised revenue and expense report for this year.  After last weekend’s fundraiser and the loss of ice time this past week (which we were reimbursed the expense of), the league will be facing a deficit of approximately $17,000 for the 2009 season.  The major contributing factor for this deficit is enrollment is down.  The Board of Directors has been examining different scenarios on how and what can be done to raise revenue and increase enrollment for the upcoming year.  Brockton Youth Hockey is not the only hockey program that is facing difficulty in meeting their financial obligations.  The Randolph Mohawks are in the same situation as we are.  That is why the Board members have engaged in discussions with the Randolph Mohawks about merging part of our programs.  The teams that will be affected by this exploratory merger is our A teams.  Each league does not have enough players to comprise a competitive A team at each level.  With a possible merger with Randolph, we feel that we can field very competitive teams and give each player the opportunity to play at their correct talent level.  What both boards have decided on is that the Brockton league will retain and hold the coaching assignments for the PeeWee A and Squirt A teams.  The Mohawks will do the same with the Bantam A and Mite A teams.  I will have coaching bios for the Bantam and Mite A coaches soon.  Practice schedules for these teams will alternate each week.  In other words, one week practice will be at the Asiaf Rink and the next week practice will be at the Randolph Rink.  Both Bantam A and Mite A teams will be known as the Mohawks and the PeeWee A and Squirt A teams will be the Brockton Boxers.  The Mohawks are having their tryouts the last week in March and we will have our tryouts the first week in April.  After these two tryouts, the coaches will select a group of potential A team players and ask that they return during the week of April 12th for a final tryout to be held at Asiaf Rink for a potential position on an A team.  We still have to work out some of the details and once we have all that information we will pass it along.
The Board had a difficult decision to make and we ask for your support.  If we did not address this issue now, the consequences will be far more detrimental to our program.  If anyone would like a more detailed explanation, you can email me at Mills.Nanci@dol.gov or call me (508-559-4959) or Michelle Natale (email: brocktonyouthhockey@hotmail.com; cell: 508-241-5869).  You can also ask questions at the calendar drawing on March 10th at the rink at 7:00 pm.
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