U8 – Team #6 Parent Information Meeting – August 27th, 2009 – 6:00 p.m.

Coaches:  J.D. Hunter – 573-280-7216; Dino Delaurent – 573-346-5064;



Barb Niedergerke – 573-216-6018

Coach Hunter’s emails: jhunter@camdentonschools.org; jd_mel@yahoo.com

Team Managers: Barb Niedergerke; Melissa Hunter – 573-280-4995
LOSA MISSION STATEMENT:
Lake of the Ozarks Soccer Association (LOSA) exists to preserve and promote the

game of soccer by creating opportunities for children of all skill levels to learn and play

the game. The LOSA Board strives to set the highest examples of integrity, fairness and

team mindedness. We expect coaches and referees to place education and fair play

above any personal agenda. We challenge players to grow by using their soccer

experience to build confidence, physical fitness, teamwork skills, moral character

respect and a spirit of fun. We believe the demands of the game can teach children self respect that will help them resist drug and alcohol abuse. Through dedicated service,

LOSA hopes to benefit the community and instill a love for soccer among its members.

Is there any required equipment to play? It is necessary to have shin guards and a pair of

soccer socks (socks that cover the entire shin guard). Socks and shin guards can be

purchased at local Wal-Mart stores, Jack’s Sporting Goods and Sports Nation.  Simply can’t play or practice without shin guards.  Tennis shoes are fine if you don’t want to get cleats.  Also, soccer cleats and a bit different than baseball and/or football cleats, but any cleats will work for now.

How often will our team practice? We will practice once per week.  Remember, this is a recreational program and even though we will play double-headers on Saturday, we plan to keep our practice-to-play ratio at 1:1.  We will let the game be the teacher, which is what works best in soccer.  We will practice every Monday (except for Labor Day Monday – that’s our only Tuesday practice that week) at 6:00 p.m. at the LOSA Fields.  I can’t say for certain what field we will be on, but just find the coaches and/or me and that’s where we’ll be.

When do games start? Games for all age groups start on Saturday, September 12th. The

last Saturday of the season for the U6 and U8 groups is October 17th. These end dates are dependent upon no cancellations due to inclement weather. Each team will play two games each Saturday except for Picture Day --  only one game will be played on that day. LOSA does everything possible to ensure that the games are not spread out throughout the day, while also trying to create a small “break” in between the player’s two scheduled games.

Award Ceremonies? End of Season awards night will be held at the Hawthorn

Elementary Gym. U6 & U8 awards night is October 20th!

What do I need to bring to the field? We encourage each player to bring a water bottle to

the games and practices. Bring a ball if you like (size 3 for U6; size 4 for U8), but make certain it has your player’s name on it.  

Folding chairs for the parents are also encouraged (to be placed

on the opposite side of the field from the team benches, please).

When are team pictures? Team pictures are scheduled for Saturday, September 19th and

Saturday, September 26. Make up day will be Saturday, October 3rd. Each team will

have their picture taken and then play one game. Additional information will be provided

soon so keep checking the LOSA website!

When will actual schedules be posted?  We have no idea, but keep checking the LOSA website www.losa.org or my high school team’s website www.ladylakersoccer.com
If you look under my team’s website, at the top of the page is a tab for the LOSA teams.

Will we have a snack schedule?  You bet.  One of the things kids enjoy most about sports at this age is when the game is over and the snacks are provided.  Each parent will have a match or two where he/she is expected to provide simple snacks and a drink for all players on the team.  The kids really love this part.  We will pass out a calendar for sign-ups as soon as a match schedule is posted.

Will my favorite player have to play goalie?  You bet. . .within reason.  The purpose of having each kid play each spot on the field is to generate understanding of the different requirements needed for a well-rounded player.  However, if your player simply refuses to play goalie, he/she will not be forced to do it.  This isn’t Russia.  We will encourage each player to play goalie at some point in the season just to get a taste.

Does every player get to play roughly the same amount of time?  Of course.  Again, this is a recreational league.  This is fun.  All kids play; all kids learn; all kids have fun.

Does my favorite player do better when I yell at him/her the whole time?  Studies suggests not so much.  But feel free to do what you feel you must do.  We will work on blocking out noise from the other side of the field, but it’s important that parents, grandparents, guardians have fun at these things, too, so enjoy yourself.

Our goals this fall for this U8 team:

Develop skilled, confident & creative players
Develop soccer players & not position players

Make the game fun to practice & play

Teach good sportsmanship & respect for all

Value winning, but not more than character & performance

How will we accomplish these goals:

· 1:1 ball to player ratio

· Use our fundamental pyramid chart as a guide to design practice plans

· Actually have a practice plan

· No laps, lectures or lines (within reason)

· Get as many parents involved as possible with drills and such – decreasing coach to player ratio is key.
























